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Empat produk kosmetik ada
bahan memudarat kesihatan

Putrajaya: Awas berikutan

- empat produk kosmetik di-

batalkan notifikasi oleh Ba-
hagian Regulatori Farmasi
Negara (NPRA) Kementeri-
an Kesihatan (KKM) kerana
dikesan mengandungi ra-
cun berjadual.

Ketua Pengarah Kesiha-

tan Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham

‘Abdullah  berkata, empat

produk itu adalah BL Skin-
care Day Cream 1 yang di-
kesan mengandungi hidro-
kuinon dan tretinoin ma-
nakala tiga produk lagi iaitu
Biela Beauty Glowing Night
Cream, BL Skincare Day
Cream 2 dan BL Skincare
Night Cream masing-ma-
sing dikesan mengandungi
merkuri. el
“Notifikasi produk-pro-
duk kosmetik itu sudah di-
batalkan oleh Pengarah Ka-
nan Perkhidmatan Farmasi,
KKM dan tidak lagi dibe-
narkan untuk dijual di Ma-
laysia,” katanya, semalam.
Dr Noor Hisham berkata,
orang awam yang sedang
menggunakan produk kos-
metik itu dinasihatkan se-
gera menghentikan peng-
gunaannya dan mendapat-
kan nasihat daripada ahli
profesional ' kesihatan jika

mengalami sebarang keti-
dakselesaan atau kesan
advers.

Beliau berkata, hidrokui-
non boleh menyebabkan ke-
merahan pada kulit yang di-
sapu, ketidakselesaan, peru-
bahan warna kulit yang ti-
dak diingini, kulit menjadi
hipersensitif, menghalang
proses pigmentasi yang me-
ngurangkan perlindungan

kulit daripada pancaran si-

nar ultraungu berbahaya
danboleh meningkatkan ri-
siko kanser kulit.
Menurutnya, penggunaan
tretinoin tanpa pengawasan
ahli profesional kesihatan
boleh menyebabkan baha-
gian kulit yang disapu men-
jadi kemerahan, tidak se-
lesa, pedih, mengelupas dan
hipersensitif kepada cahaya
matahari. g
“Merkuri dilarang di da-
lam produk kosmetik kera-
na boleh memudarat kesi-
hatan. Ia boleh diserap ma-
suk ke dalam badan dan me-
nyebabkan kerosakan pada
buah pinggang dan sistem
saraf serta boleh meng-

- ganggu perkembangan otak

kanak-kanak yang masih
kecil atau yang belum di-
lahirkan,,” katanya.

Beliau berkata, merkuri
jugaboleh menyebabkan ru-
am, iritasi dan perubahan
lain pada kulit.

Dr Noor Hisham berkata,
penjual dan pengedar pro-
duk kosmetik itu perlu
menghentikan  penjualan
dan pengedaran produk
kosmetik itu dengan ser-
ta-merta kerana melanggar
Peraturan-peraturan Kawa-
lan Dadah dan Kosmetik
1984.

Individu yang melakukan
kesalahan di bawah pera-
turan itu boleh dikenakan
hukuman denda tidak me-
lebihi RM25,000 atau pen-
jara tidak melebihi tiga ta-
hun atau kedua-duanya un-
tuk kesalahan pertama, dan
denda  tidak  melebihi
RMs0,000 atau penjara ti-
dak melebihi lima tahun
atau kedua-duanya untuk
kesalahan berikutnya.

Syarikat yang melakukan
kesalahan boleh didenda se-
hingga RM50,000 untuk ke-
salahan pertama dan denda
sehingga RM100,000 untuk
kesalahan berikutnya.

Dr Noor Hisham turut
menggalakkan orang awam
menyemak status notifikasi
sesuatu produk kosmetik.
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Empat produk ada
racun berjadual

PUTRAJAYA - Bahagian Regu-
latori Farmasi Negara (NPRA)
mengingatkan orang awam
agar tidak membeli dan meng-
gunakan tiga produk keluaran
BL Skincare dan satu produk
Biela Beauty ekoran dilaporkan
mempunyai racun berjadual.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan,
Tan Sri Dr. Noor Hisham Abdul-
lah berkata, susulan itu, notifi-
kasi produk kosmetik terlibat
telah dibatalkan serta tidak lagi
dibenarkan untuk dijual di ne-
garaini.

“Produk terlibat jalah Biela
Beauty Glowing Night Cream di
mana dilaporkan mempunyai
merkuri selain BL Skincare Day
Cream 1, BL Skincare Day Cream
2 dan BL Skincare Night Cream
vang mempunyai merkuri, hy-
droquinone serta tretinoin.

‘Penjual  serta  pengedar
produk tersebut perlu meng-
hentikan penjualan secara serta-
merta susulan melanggar Pera-
turan-Peraturan Kawalan Dadah

PRODUK
keluaran Biela
Beauty dan BL

mempunyai
racun
berjadual.

dan Kosmetik 1984, kata beliau
dalam satu kenyataan di sini se-
malam.

Dr. Noor Hisham bherkata,
individu yang melakukan ke-
salahan di bawah peraturan itu
boleh dikenakan hukuman dan
denda tidak melebihi RM25,000
atau penjara tidak melebihi tiga
tahun atau kedua-duanya bagi
kesalahan pertama.

“Produk yang mengandungi
hydroguinone serta tretinoin
merupakan ubat yang perlu
berdaftar dengan Pihak Berkua-
sa Kawalan Dadah (PBKD) selain
boleh digunakan selepas men-
dapat nasihat ahli profesional
kesihatan.

“Hydroquinone holeh me-
nyebabkan kemerahan pada
kulit selain meningkatkan

risiko kanser, manakala peng-
gunaan tretinoin tanpa pen-
gawasan boleh mengundang
risiko tidak selesa, pedih dan
hipersensitif kepada cahaya
matahari,” jelas beliau.
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Dapatkan nasihat ahli
profesional kesihatan
jika alami
kesan sampingan

PUTRAJA¥A

ahagian Regulatori
Farmasi Negara (NPRA)
Kementerian Kesihatan
Malaysia (KKM) mem-
batalkan notifikasi empat produk
kosmetik kerana dikesan me-
ngandungi racun berjadual.
Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan,
Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah
berkata, empat produk itu iatah

BL Skincare Day Cream 1 yang

dikesan mengandungi hidrokui-
non dan tretinoin manakala tiga
produk lagi iaitu Biela Beauty
Glowing Night -Cream, BL
Skincare Day Cream 2 dan BL
Skincare Night Cream masing-
masing dikesan mengandungi
merkuri.

“Notifikasi produk-produk
kosmetik terlibat telah dibatalkan
oleh  Pengarah  Kanan
Perkhidmatan Farmasi KKM dan
tidak lagi dibenarkan untuk dijual

: SINAR HARIAN
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- Empat produk kosmetik
dikesan ada racun berbahaya

di Malaysia,” katanya dalam satu
kenyataan pada Isnin.
Dr Noor Hisham berkata,

orang awam yang sedang meng-

gunakan produk kosmetik ter-
sebut dinasihatkan segera meng-
hentikan penggunaannya dan
mendapatkan nasihat daripada
ahli profesional kesihatan jika
mengalami sebarang ketidak-
selesaan atau kesan advers
{sampingan).

Beliau herkata, hidrokuinon
boleh menyebabkan kemerahan
pada kulit yang disapu, ketidak-
selesaan, perubahan warna kulit
yang tidak diingini, kulit menjadi
hipersensitif, menghalang proses
pigmentasi yang mengurangkan
perlindungan kulit daripada
pancaran sinar ultraungu ber-

* bahaya dan boleh meningkatkan

risiko kanser kulit.

Menurutnya, penggunaan tre-
tinoin tanpa pengawasan. ahli
profesional kesihatan boleh me-

nyebabkan bahagian kulit yang
disapu menjadi kemerahan, tidak
selesa, pedih, mengelupas dan
hipersensttif kepada cahaya ma-
tahari.

“Merkuri dilarang di dalam
produk kosmetik kerana boleh
memudaratkan kesihatan. la bo-
leh diserap masuk ke dalam ba-
dan dan menyebabkan kerosakan
pada buah pinggang dan sistem
saraf serta boleh mengganggu
perkembangan otak kanak-kanak
yang masih kecil atau yang belum
dilahirkan,” katanya.

Beliau berkata, merkuri juga
boleh menyebabkan ruam, iritasi
dan perubahan lain pada kulit.

Katanya, penjual dan peng-
edar produk kosmetik itu perlu
menghentikan penjualan dan
pengedaran produk kosmetik ter-
sebut dengan serta-merta kerana
melanggar Peraturan-peraturan
Kawalan Dadah dan Kosmetik
1984, - Bernama

Empat produk kosmetik yang dikesan mengandungi racun berjadual.
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PENGGUNAAN aplikasi MySejahtera diyakini terus kekal relevan dalam

memacu rakyat ke arah Revolusi Industri 4.0.

MySejahtera

tidak ‘terkubur’

Oleh ROSALINDA MD. SAID
dan ZAREEN SEJAHAN
utusannews@mediamulia com.my

PETALING JAYA: Kementerian
Kesihatan tidak merancang me-
namatkan penggunaan aplikasi
MySejahtera malah  sedang
berusaha memperluas fungsi-
nya sebagai aplikasi kesihatan
awarm yang umuim.

Bercakap kepada Utusan Ma-
laysia, Timbalan Menteri Kesi-
hatan I, Datuk Dr. Noor Azmi
Ghazali berkata, terdapat pe-
rancangan untuk menggunakan
MySejahtera sebagai medium
bagi menyimpan malklumat ke-
sihatan pengguna.

«Kerajaan melihat platform
aplikasi MySejahtera mempu-
nyai potensi yang tiada batas.
Kita sedang dalam perancangan
untuk menambah ciri-ciri serta
modul yang membantu peng-
guna memantau dan memper-
tinglkat tahap kesihatan kendiri
dengan mudah dan tepat.

“Kita yakin penggunaan ap-
likasi MySejahtera terus kekal
relevan dalam memacu rakyat
ke arah Revolusi Industri 4.0
selaras dengan Pelan Strategik
Pendigital Sektor Awam (PSPA)
2021-2025” katanya ketika di-
hubungi semalam.

Menurut Noor Azmi, MySe-
jahtera juga sedang dibangun-
kan untuk membolehkan ibu

bapa dan penjaga menyimpan
rekod imunisasi anak-anak serta
kanak-kanak jagaan mereka.

“Ini memudahkan ibu bapa
tentang sejarah imunisasi anak-
anak kerana aplikasi itu akan
memaparkan sijil imunisasi
digital untuk setiap vaksinasi
yang diterima.

“Bagi pengguna dewasa, me-
reka melakukan saringan kesi-
hatan kendiri dan menyimpan
maklumat serta sejarah kesi-
hatan peribadi dalam MySe-
jahtera,” katanya.

Sementara itu, pakar kese-
lamatan maklumat, Fakulti
Sains Komputer dan Teknologi
Maklumat Universiti Putra Ma-
laysia (UPM), Prof. Madya Dr.
Nur Izura Udzir berkata, isu
keselamatan data dan privasi
pengguna perlu diberi perhatian
serius jika MySejahtera mahu
digunakan secara berterusan.

Katanya, langkah itu penting
bagi memastikan aspek privasi
terus terjamin di samping tiada
diskriminasi timbul untuk digu-
nakan oleh semua pihak.

“MySejahtera sudah memi-
liki data-data peribadi individu
termasuk nombor telefon, ala-
mat di samping rekod kesiha-
tan. Mungkin fungsinya itu
boleh dikembangkan lagi untulk
tujuan-tujuan lain termasuk pe-
nyakit berjangkit, vaksinasi atau
saringan kesihatan,” katanya.
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26TH EPIDEMIOLOGICAL WEEK

Covid-19 cases rose
opc last week

KUALA LUMPUR: The number of
Covid-19 infections for the 26th
Epidemiological Week (EW26),
from June 26 to July 2, increased
by 6.1 per cent to 16,694 cases,
from 15,739 cases in the previous
week.

Health director-general Tan Sri
Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah said
the number of deaths in EW26
also jumped twofold to 26, from
13 the week before.

“The number of recovered pa-
tients increased by 1.5 per cent
from 14,078 cases (in EW25) to
14,293 cases,” he said yesterday.

Dr Noor Hisham said the daily
average of active cases for EW26
went up by 3.4 per cent to 28,956,
and the cumulative number of
cases was 4,571,355,

He said the admission of
Covid-19 patients to public health
facilities, including quarantine
and centres, per 100,000 popu-

Town, last month. FILE PIC

A child getting a Covid-19 vaccine at a clinic in Air Itam, George

lation, had increased by 10 per
centin EW26.

He said there was a 22 per cent
increase in the number of admis-
sions to public hospitals per
100,000 population.

Categories 1 and 2 admissions
rose by 31 per cent, and categories
3, 4 and 5 admissions increased
by 13 per cent.

Dr Noor Hisham said Covid-19
cases monitored virtually in
EW26 increased by 24.7 per cent
to 43,203, compared with 34,639
in EW25. However, the infectivity
rate in EW26 declined to 0.9 per
cent, he said, adding that there
were 10 active clusters.

Hesaid the rate of samples test-
ing positive for influenza-like ill-
ness in EW26 dropped by 21.7 per
cent, and the positive rate of se-
vere acute respiratory infection
samples remained at zero per
cent. Barnama
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4 BEAUTY
PRODUCTS

Scheduled poisons found in Biela Beauty
Glowing Night Cream, BL Skincare Day
Cream 1 and 2, BL Skincare Night Cream

TEOH PEI YING
KUALA LUMPUR
news@nst.com.my

HE Health Ministry

(MoH) has banned four

cosmetic products after

they were found to have
scheduled poisons and thus are
no longer allowed to be sold in
Malaysia.

The banned cosmetic products
are the Biela Beauty Glowing
Night Cream, BL Skincare Day
Cream 1, BL Skincare Day Cream
2 and BL Skincare Night Cream.

Health director-general Tan Sri
Dr Neor Hisham Abdullah said
the National Pharmaceutical
Regulatory Division (NPRA)
found mercury in Biela Beauty
Glowing Night Cream, BL Skin-
care Day Cream 2 and BL Skin-
care Night Cream, as well as hy-
droquinone and tretinoin in BL
Skincare Day Cream 1.

Following this, he said, the se-
nior pharmaceutical services di-
rector had revoked product no-

tifications of these items.

“These products are ne longer
allowed to be sold in Malaysia,”
he said yesterday.

He warned that sales and dis-
tribution of these items were
against the Control of Drugs and
Cosmetics Regulations 1984.

He said products containing
hydroquinone and tretinoin
needed to be registered under the
Drug Control Authority and must
be used with the advice of health-
care professionals.

“The use of hydroquinone and
tretinoin without the observation
of healthcare professionals can
cause skin complications and
mercury is banned in cosmetic
products as it is harmful.

“Individuals who are using
these four products should stop
using them and seek medical ad-
vice should they experience any
adverse effects.”

He added that hydroquinone
could cause redness on the part
of the skin where it was rubbed,
discomfort, unwanted skin dis-

Biela Beauty Glowing Night Cream (top) and BL Skincare D
casmetic products no longer allowed to be sold in Malaysia as th

THE HEALTH MINISTRY

coloration, skin becoming hyper-
sensitive, as well as inhibit the
process of pigmentation (depig-
mentation) which reduced skin
protection from harmful UV rays
and could increase the risk of
skin cancer.

Using tretinoin without the su-
pervision of a health professional
could cause the rubbed part of
the skin to become red, uncom-
fortable, sore, flaky and hyper-
sensitive to sunlight, he said.

“Mercury is banned in cosmet-
ic products because it's harmful
to health. It can be absorbed into
the body and cause damage to the

kidneys and nervous system, and
can interfere with the brain de-
velopment of young or unborn
children.”

He said mercury could also
cause rashes, irritation and other
changes to the skin.

Dr Noor Hisham said sellers
and distributors of the cosmetic
products should stop their sale
and distribution immediately.

An individual who commits an
offence under the Control of
Drugs and Cosmetics Regulations
1984 is liable to a fine not ex-
ceeding RM25,000, or jail im not
exceeding three years, or both for

ay Cream 2 (bottom) are two of the four
ey contain scheduled poisons. pic COURTESY OF

the first offence, and to a fine not
exceeding RM50,000, or impris-
onment not exceeding five years,
or both for subsequent offences.

Companies that commit the of-
fence can be fined up to
RM350,000 for the first time and
up to RM100,000 for subsequent
offences.

Pople are encouraged to check
the notification status of a cos-
metic product by browsing the
NPRA official website at
WWW.npra.gov.my ot through the
“NPRA Product Status” applica-
tion, which can be downloaded
from the Google Play Store.

5JULAI 2022
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The terrible ‘tooth’ of fake dentists

Cheap fixes could cost victims dearly as procedures may damage teeth further

By ALIZA SHAH
dl izashgh@thestar.corn.my

PETALING JAYA: Damaged teeth,
toath loss, swollen gums and even
paralysis - these are just some of
the symptoms people suffer after
hotched work by quacks offering
quick and cheap fixes. -

These illegal dentists can be
found almast everywhere — in heau-
ty parlours, hair salons, day and
night markets and even on the side-
wallk. .

Some even provide house-io-
house services. -

The Health Ministry has seen
complaints from affected custom-
ers almost triple from 54 in 2017 to
130in 2019. And that’s just the tip of
the iceberg — the few affected ones
who have come forward to lodge
reports.

Maost just iry to get a real dentist
to sort out the problem. And that
could be costly if done in the private
sector. :

A dentist who spoke to The Star
said registered clinics had come
across af least 30 cases involving
brace placement by illegal practi-

. tioners in four years.

The Star's revelation on the abun-
dance of illegal and ungualified
“dentists” who received “certifica-
tion" from beauty centres yesterday
has raised concerns even among
those in the medical fraternity who

got what they wanted.

Dr Igbal Rosali, a member of the
Medical Mythbusters Malaysia
(dental) said illegal practitioners

cations such as swollen gums and
priet;nalure loss of teeth,” Dr Ighal
said.

A dentist who wished to be
known as Dr Anis said her clinic
had attended to no less than 30
cases involving mostly students
“who had their braces fixed by quack
dentists. 1

“They see it as a fashion (state-
ment), but what they don’t think
about is how it would affect their
gums and teeth.

“Some of them had teeth that
looked fine hut at the end of the day,
the condition of their teeth became
bad,” she said.

The elderly, especially those in
rural areas, are easy prey for quack
dentists.

“We have had many elderly who
came to us because they felt pain
after wearing dentures for about
two to three years,

“This happens because the den-

. ftures cannot be removed, hence

these people can’t clean their gums.
This then leads to infections,” she
said.

A" dentist, who wished to be
known as Dr MJ, said he had a
patient who had “mentos or toilet
white” teeth after a guack fixed
their dental veneer.

“The patient paid a lot for the
veneer. Unfortunately, we had to
remove everything because it was
not fixed properly. 3

have seen the effects of the hotched would normally only provide “cos- “Not only were her teeth dam-

work by these practitioners. : metic” treatments and not treat a  aged, her gums were swollen, too,”
Ttl;lejse include swaollen gums, ot . 3 Y% e - pa‘l'ilfem‘s actual condition, S he said.

tooth loss and paralysis. : - 3 a patient comes fo us, we Some also reportedly used fake
The Health Ministry's Oral Health Beauty and the beast: The facade of a beauty salon which also offers  check the condition of his mouth  acrylic ﬁngemags i B patient’s

principal director Dr Noormi dentistry courses. and teeth, and solve whatever teeth for a whitening effect.

Othman said professional dentists " issues that can lead to further com- . :

not only examine patients’ teeth, quences such as swelling, pain, “Proper infection control isnota  plications.

but also understand the human = nerve paralysis and infection. priority because they only think “These are the things these illegal

anatomy ~ the blood vessels, and “These hogus dentists usually use  about profits” she said adding that _practitioners cannot do. For exam- Fake dentists keep

muscles that interconnect. unsterilised_equipment that may some of those arrested claimed ple, they will conceal broken teeth mouths zipped
“Any improper treatment can lead to the transmission of diseases their customers were not bothered  with veneer. See next page

cause the patient to suffer conse-

like HIV, Covid-19 or Hepalitis B.

by issues of hygiene, as long as they

“That only leads to other compli-

Patients find dentists on socia
media — and live to regret it

PETALING JAYA: Nur Syalwani
Hanafi, a 33-year-old from Kota
Baru, Kelantan, had crooked teeth
and wanted braces, i

“plastic toolbox’' which looked like
one a mechanic would use. ?
. “T'wanted to cancel but I felt bad,
so 1 kept calm and continued with

ers a day, at RM450 per job, it must

be good money,” she sai
Meanwhile, Waniey said it took

only five hours for her braces to get

She wentlooking for a cheap den-  the treatment,” she said, adding that detached.

tist - on Instagram. Big mistake. she only knew that they were fake “When I told her what happened,
_ Not only did she suffer losses of braces after she was told by an actu-  thie operator ‘Dblue ticked’ me even

over RM400 but also ended up with  al dentist. {hough she had told me earlier that
a displaced tooth and bleeding - The tools that the operator used [ could 1g‘ive her a call if anything
gums. © were unhygienic and had an were to happen,” she said.

She’s not alone: unpleasant smell, Syalwani said. Waniey too found the quack den-

Waniey Fauzi, 26, from Taiping, The fake dentist, revealed tist on Instagram in January this
Perak, also had braces done but Syalwani, looked like she had along  year.
they came off in just five hours. The  list of clients. [ had the installation done at

dentist who did the job did not
return her calls.

Nur Syalwani Hanafi said she
had wanted to follow the then
trend, which was to wear braces.

“[ had crooked teeth so I looked
for dental clinics on Instagram. At
that time, there were many on

- social media.

“The ‘doctor’ that I approached

~ told me that her prices are much

“She came to my house driving a,
Honda. Before that, she had visited
another customer somewhere else.

“Imagine ifshe had a few custom-

i
t

home. The ‘doctor’ was young,
_around 22 or 23, and the tools that
she brought were similar to those in
the clinic, but they looked like she
had bought them online
“The cost was just RM100 plus an
additional RM25 for transportation
since she came to my house,” she
said.
Waniey added the -effects of
incorrect placement for the braces

cheaper because she didn’t perform caused her teeth to loosen.
X-ray and there won't be any tooth “I took out all the brackets on my
extraction. ¢ own leaving only the ‘glue’ on my
“The tools that she used were -teeth. I wanted to go to a clinic but
quite similar to the'ones actual den- Iwas too scared. T had no idea how
tists use,” she said. 10 explain this problem to the den-
On the treatment day, Syalwani tist.

- e immediately regretted her choice. “My teeth are also turning yel-
Superficial fix: lllegal practitioners normally would only provide °f rusted her after reading all the lowish,” she said, adding that she
‘cosmetic' treatment rather than treating the patient’s actual condition. feedback but when she came to my - ey had learnt a good lesson ta only get

This eventually will lead to complications. house T was shocked. She carried a A treatment from professionals.
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Four cosmetic products
taken off shelves

PUTRAJAYA: The Health Ministry’s
National Pharmaceutical Regulatory
Agency (NPRA) has cancelled the
notification of four cosmetic products
as they were found to contain
scheduled poisons.

Health Director-General Tan Sri
Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah said the
four products, which are no longer
allowed to be sold in Malaysa, are BL
Skincare Day Cream 1, which is found
to contain hydroguinone and
tretinoin, Biela Beauty Glowing Night
Cream, BL Skincare Day Cream 2 and
BL Skincare Night Cream as they
contain mercury.

Noor Hisham advised those who

are using these products to stop-

immediately and seek advice from
health ~professionals if they
experienced any discomfort or

Rise in new

‘infections,

deaths last week

KUALA LUMPUR: The number of

new Covid-19 infections in the
country for the 26th epidemiological
week (EW26), from June 26 to July 2,
inereased by 6.1% to 16,694 cases
from 15,739 in the previous week
(EW25).

Health Director-General Tan Sri
Dr Noor Hisham Abdullzh said the
number of deaths also jumped to 26
from 13 the week before,

“The number of recovered cases
increased by 1.5% from 14,078 in
BW25 to 14,293 he said in a
statement yesterday.

Noor Hisham added the average
daily active cases for EW26 went up
by 3.4% to 28,956, while the
cumulative number of cases stood at
4,571,355,

Admission of patients into public
hospitals and quarantine and
treatment centres per 100,000
population has increased by 10% in
EW2 £

6.

He said there was a 22% increase
in the number of patient admissions
to public hospitals per 100,000
population,

Categories 1 and 2 patient
admissions rose by 31%, while
categories 3, 4 and 5 admissions
increased by 13%.

Noor Hisham also said daily active
cases monitored by virtual Covid-19
Assessment Centres showed an
increase of 24.7% to 43,203 compared
with 34,639 at the end of EW25.

.He " said the infectivity rate
recorded a decline of 0.9% in
EW?26, adding that there were 10
active clusters in the country,
~Bernama

+ Banned items contain scheduled poisons,

says HealthDG

adverse side-effects, Bernama
reported. i

He said applying hydroguinone
on the skin can cause redness and
discolouration. It also causes skin
hypersensitivity as well as inhibits the
process of pigmentation
(depigmentation), . which would
reduce protection from harmful UV
rays, thus increasing skin cancer risk.

The use of tretinoin without
supervision of a health professional
can cause the skin to become.red,
uncomfortable, sore, flaky and
hypersensitive to sunlight, he said.

o is banned in cosmetic
products because it can be harmful to
health as it can be absorbed into the
body and cause damage to kidneys
and the nervous system, It can also
interfere with brain development of
young or unborn children,” he said.
M can also cause rashes,
irrtation and other changes to the

» Noor Hisham said sellers and
distributors  of these cosmetic
products should stop their sale and
distribution immediately as they are
violating the Control of Drugs and

Cosmetics Regulations 1984,
An individual who commits an
offence under the regulation is liable

10 a fine not exceeding RM25,000 or’

imprisonment not exceeding three
years or both for the first offence, and
to a fine nol exceeding RM50,000 or
imprisonment not exceeding five
years or beth for subsequent
offences.

Companies that commit the
offence can be fined up to RM50,000
for the first offence and fined up to
RM100,000 for subsequent offences.

‘The public is encouraged to check
the notification status of a cosmetic
product on the NPRA official website
at www.npra.govany or thiough the
NPRA Product Status application,

‘which can be downloaded from the

Google Play Siore.



